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sndest cnliimity Uiat Ims over befcl ourl'nil 
Tlie ci!nii)!vralivi'ly Miiall portion of tlioAinl 
lai) party' wHicli rrniained after tills traiisfeJ 



loading to ulterior conaequeiices uf the wol 
>sort, to consider wlietlier it is not their dutyj 



LETTER OF HON. JAMES A. PEAllCE. 

Wasiungto^-, July 31, 3850. 

I\Iy Dkau Siii: Yen ask what part 1 nieanlthf- iinii-hlavcry men, and which has iioniinaj 
to .akc in Ihc coming Presidential election, and! iVlr. Filin.ore, is without , power to elect bj 
what I think shoidd be done by old Whigs whoieven with the assistance of »Southern \Vhi"s 
have never been attached to any other jiarty. National NurUiern Whigs. These, hmA 
and who do not desire to enter into now politi-igreat their persona, respect for and confiiloij 
cal connexions. 'in Mr. Fillmore, aio under no ])arty obligatia 

Jam well aware of the cmbarrassnicnts to'now to give him tlicir support, seeing that] 
such persona \vhich attend a choice among thedias l.ioc<>nu> a nieniber and accepted the noi| 
candidates for the Presidency now before lliej nation of a party which re})ndiatcs the \Yhi' 
country. In my own case tiiis ondiarrasKinenl land, wiiile they would be willing in a coiiti 
is sen.«ibly felt. My inclinations point one v. jiy,! with tiieir old ojiponents to stand by all thi 
a sense of the duty ari«ing from the jiresent political o})inions to the last, they find ami 
dangerous condition of domestic politics leads reason in the present condition of parties, in i 
rne anotlier Vvay. politict;! anarchy wliich pyevaihs, nnd in t| 

My ])ast relations, political and personal, with fear uf a sectional and anti-slavery triiim^ 
Mr. Fillmore, the' oonfidence' I have always re- 
posed in his integrity and ability, the wisdon) 

of his Administration, and the conviction 1 en- sacrifice nil pwrsonal feeling and jarty prejudl 
tertain that he is a just national man and free fur the sake of the Uiiion, and to sustains 
from sectional prejudice, would induce me tojnominations of the Democrats as the only tne^ 
prefer him to hiscompetittirs. Neither do I ob-:of defeating the schejnes of the mad agitatij 
ject to the sentiment of American nationality, iwho rule the Kepublican party, 
properly limited and restrained. Indeed 1 thiid<l The contest it scents to me, lies betwieu li 
that our present system has made American iBuchanan and Mr. Fremont. Mr. Filiiiiorj 
citizenship too cheap. But 1 did not aj)provoj friends indee<l claim a great reaction in biy fav^ 
the mysterious system under which the Ameri-jbut 1 have taken much pains to ascertain wh 
can party, of which he is now the rcprcsenla-jhis strength is iu the free, states, andsolai[ 
tive, was organi/,ed ; the oaths administered to have not been able to satisfy myself that he c| 
members on initiation, aiid the discipline of thejcarry a single one of them. His wise aiid;^ 
order, by which secrecy and obedience was se-jtriotic conduct while President, which recoi 
cured. How far all this has been dispdnsed mended him so strongly to the Whigs of t| 
with I do not know. The original plan of their 
organization I could not but condemn, as 1 do 

the adoption of any principle which founds a tion and conciliation they desire ; they think 
a rule of political exclusion upon a <liversit.y ol one of their leaders said, that tiie time for coi 
religious faith. However modified in tlieae re- prornise ' has passed. They want, in the Pr 
spects their plan may now be, it is not necessary <lcnt, an instrument to punish the South 
lor mc to incpiire. The Korthcrn wing of the what they fancy or pretend to be the aggressio! 
party came into it, as J think .with purposes 
very different froiti thbso'entortaiuediby the rest 
They adopted it as a cloak to schemes which all 
of -lis in Maryland coBclemn and detest., The 
necessary affiliations of that wing of the ])arty 
were with the anti-slavery men ; and according- 
ly we find the mask now thrown off by the 
most of them, and see the development of their 
plans in such a nicasiu'c as the j)ersonal lib- 
erty bill of Massachusetts, which nullifies a law 
of Congress, violates the constitutional guaran- 
tee fur the recovery of fugitive slaves, and cre- 
ates the fiercest and most dangerous discord be- 
tween the North and the iSouth. Their mem- 
bers of Congress have for the most part been 
consolidated with the pernicious' party iniseailed 
Repid)lican, and many of their delegates to their 
Presidential Convention have deserted to th^t 
motly alliance, whose triumph would be the 



iSouth, is regarded by the rr.ajority at the Nori 
as a fatal objection to him. It isnotmodfif 



of the slave poAver upon the North. B' 
Mllmore is too luitjonal for this purpose, and 
must indeed be oredulbus or sa.iguiiie in t 
t'xtreme who supposes that the politicians 
have misguided and inflamed the Northern ml 
jority will abandon their designs, and renounj 
the spoils for which they hunger and thirst, 
at the moment when, for the first time, they 
confident of the success of the one and the ei 
joymert of the other. Mr. Fillmore's strengj 
lies in the "Whig States of the South. If 
the Southern States should give him their vot 
he would fail in the election without such assi 
tance from the free States as it would be v? 
to look for. The choice, then, is between Jl 
Buchanan and Mr. Fremont, and whatMarylat 
Whig believing as I do can hesitate? 
. 1 1 am not so unjust as to charge all the Norti 
ern men who join in the support of Mr. Fn 
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;i„iit With being {ibolilioiiists. There are men and liatred inseperaMe from party " obaracter- 



iDiiiii;^' thcnj whom I hold in much respect, 
d'.'ploring the error of jnd.ymeiit into 
diuh they hiive i'allen ; but the nvist active 



ized by jreographical discriminations." It was 
against this thnt. the Fathfr of his Countrv 
warned us in his farewell address — the last legacy 
;n(l iiillucMtial of their leaders are men who.iof the spotless patriot to the country he had 
will pi^fverlcil judgment 'ir inUHmed pas.sion. or.jjovci! and served stt well. 

ifiiat is \v(irsc. froni delilwrate i:a!oulnti(in, havci Some years ago (in ISrjo.) when (he dancer 
fecrniiiied lo build npa M'ctitma! paity. wreck- of tiiis sectjiuial or,":aid7-atic>n was less than it is 
i)t' its peril to the Union, once so ju^tlyinow. Mr. Clay gave us his advice in the follow- 
hIiumI, hut now estimated far less at the Northiing words : 

iiiin at the South. Mr. ( rreeley is at this mo-i Abolit.ioni?.m <lioitlfl no lonjrer be regarded as an 
iitiil more potential with his party than anylimaginary danger. The Abotitionists. let me su|v 
.iiiir (if its memlK'is. lie has the hcnt'fit of il'»=^<-V ^'"^cet'd iji their present aim wfuVi?,/? ^'ic i^^^^ 

11 M w-i !.• 1 • /'"''I'Ti'" "/ tar nfnvc i!!<Uiir.-}. (. lunu nu the one mae 

ilr, beward. anil Mr. \Vdson are active and m- „.,•/; fj^^^ pmc-ixH or rr.- 

ilieiltiill leaders. Thtiir presses teem with the n";)roccf7 musoliilation uUl be nttcndfid with all thr. 
cr est aliUse of So'ltheru men and ^onthe\li I'ioleut prcjiidicc>i. embittered pnenons, <nid implar'a- 
iisiitiili.-.ns. with the liros.sest pcTversions of the hie n^nwoHitie.-, whick ecer d,u^ 

, .111 1 • 1.1 ..1 X' t.1 ^, ii'^t'O'Ct \ u-tuai dissirlution ot tho Lnion will 

(ith^ wickedly made to mtlaine tho N- ithein j^^^.^, ^.^^^^ j,,.,^.^^ whilst the forms of its existence 

liiiiiil. Their orators denounce us e(pialiy, and ,.emiiin. * * * One "retinn will stamlin menuc- 
'.;iie do not hesitate to sav that tla-V inteml OV\iui/ nnd hoHfilr arm;/ affoinit the other. The col Union 
Iwit! llul onlv to restore Kansas to" the oucra-!'-/ >>v}ni'>,< will wmi he followed by t/io clof of arms. 
I- ,1 \"\. ., i. ,; K,,f f Will no. .attempt to desenbescenes which now hap 

ot tlie i\Iiss(»ur restncticn, luit to repea'' . . * 

iie I'uijitive slave bii- 
ikrict ul' Columbia. 



restncticn, .mi c, i»v^<"i,,iiv li,. conceaU'd from our view. .\boIitionists 
to alto.isli slavery m the thom-oflves would shrink back in disinav and honor 



Si interdict 



the inter-iat the conternplation of desolated lields, conflagrated 

■ of 



liitc slave trade, so as lu [acvent the owuor'i^ities, inutdered inhabitants, and t ; overthrow o 

migrating with his domestics from one ^f'^'^ ^'''Y'^. K^'T, "V^^"^ ^]]''^ 

, ^ ^ , , ... , rose to animate the hopoB ot civih . -d man. 

lave .State to another, to prevent forever here-; 

!ter the admission (/f anv new State which' it "xvill he said perh..])s that this is mere de- 
jkites domestic servitude", and to hern in andiclamatioa ; that Mr. CiayV frrvid spi.it gave too 
Lliiie slavery withhi its present limits; thusiwarm a coloring to the picture; but we need 
Ltiniially increasing the politica.1 power of'|f-'n!y remark th.e passionate violence which char= 
|;ot section, until we shall be too weak to resistjacterizes men who have lately yielded to this 
ficir future efforts to impair the value of ourisectional i)hrensy to satisfy ourselves whnt is 
jeculiiir property, and, finallv to destroy it.— -i the temper natural to such an organization. At 
ie do not indeed find all these objects laidjtlie Convention in Philadelphia, held by those 
Un in the platform of their party ; and there i who nominated Mr. Fremont., a conspicuous 
Iteniea associated with them whose designs by and distinguished gentleman heretofore consider- 
ed moderate and conservative, made a speech, 
in which, amidst cheers and cries of " good," he 
oiild recoil fr(nn the'evil associations into which :spoke as follows : 

Jeybave fallen. But, then, more moderate, «xhey (meaning tho.sc who appointed the mem- 
fen are not the master spirits in this league of jbers of the Convention,) ask us to give them a 
ijitntinn, and will be powerless to sto]) the 'nomination, which, when put fairly before the peo- 
ii^diievous measures which F think certain to iPH will unite public sentiment, and, through the 
1,1 lithe ballot-box, will restrain and repel this pro-alavc- 

itw the success of the combinations whic!i|j.^,. ^,^^^.,^^5^,^^ ^^j, jj^gj.gggiQ„ of gjavgocracy. 
ley are now aiding. The tone of the press in I what else are they doing? Thev tell you they are 
litir interest, the speeches of manv members of i willing to abide "by the ballot feox and willinff to 



pngress and of the amateur orators of the 



make that the last appeal. If we fail there, wDRfc 
then ? We will drive it back ord in hand, and to 
help uie God, I'm with them." 



rty, all clearly evince; a determination to unite 

lltim people of the free State.^, if possible, in, , i i 

«o and relentless ^ hostility to those of thcj It is true that the author oi those remarks has 
h'li- It is in the strife of sections in which since publicly avowed that he alone is respon.si- 

"" " ■ ble for this rhapsody. But it cannot be doubted 
that the feeling which prompted him was the 
same which animated the preacher who proposed 
to supply the brethren in Kansas with bread and 



*.V hope to succeed ; and in what would their 
I'cci'ss result ? Not in forming a more perfect 
|ion, nut in establishing justice or insuring do- 
pic tranquility, all of" which are among the 



clared (Objects of that Constitution which lpoM;A^r too, and which has stimulated other 
'wbington and the other Fathers of the Re- preachers and their congregations to subscribe 
['"lie gave to us ; but in the jealousies, discord, Slmrpe's rifles as the most efficacious instrument 
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in the ailjustmciit of tbu coutvuveraies in that 
Territory, vvhicli all good men deplore, however 
they may dlfTor as to the causes of the unhapi)y 
anarchy which prevails there. For myself 1 ac- 
knowledi-jo my duty to redress, so far as I can, 
all the real grievances complained of in that re- 
gion ; and I have supposed that, tiie bill recently 
passed by the Senate was calcnlateil to remeily 
them, because it proposes to enact that no law 
shall be made or have force or effect in said Ter- 
ritory which shall require a test oath, or oath to 
support any act of Congress or other legislative 
act, as a qualification for any civil olTice or pub- 
lic trust, or for any employment or profession, 
or to serve as a junn* or vote at an elect'on, or 
which shall impose any tax upon or condition 
to the exercise of the right of suffrage by any 
qualified voter, or which shall restrain or pro- 
hibit the free discussion of any law or subject of 
legislation in the said Territory, or the free ex 
pression of opinion thereon by the people of said 
Territory ; and secures, as far as law can secure, 
the operation of the public will in the formation 
of a State government. That this bill was sin- 
cerely meant to effect its avowed purpose I am 
quite confident; and I believe that there arc 
conservative men at the North, who do not yield 
to prejudice or passion, who will credit this as- 
sertion. Unfortunately they arc not the major- 
ity. At all events, in the most of the free States 
the masses of the Republican party are led by 
men who do not mean to be satisfied witli any 
legislation which is not to result in placing the 
Government under their control ; by men who 
sav that the framers of the Constitution " made 
a compromise tliat cannot be mentioned without 
shame ;" who say of Mr. Fillmore, in allusion to 
his signing the fugitive slave bill, " better far 
had he never been born — better for his mom(jry, 
and for the name of his children, had he never 
been President ;" who declare that bill to be 
" one of the immortal catalogues of national 
crimes," and that he who signed it thereby 
" sunk into the depths of infamy;" who pro- 
nounce the fugitive slave to be " one of the he- 
roes of the age," and the master who demands 
him a " vile slave-hunter," whom all men should 
look u])on with contempt, indignation, and ab- 
horrence ; men who do not regard the Constitu- 
tion, and the laws made in pursuance of it, as 
the supreme law of the land ; who disregard the 
decisions of that high tribunal whose office it is 
to decide the constitutional questions ; who 
i;laim to set up their individual opinions against 
the official ones of the judicial authorities, and 
refer their obligations, not to the instrument 
which they have sworn to support, which is at 
once the bond and the principle of our Union, 
but to some " higher law," whose foundations are 
to be found in their own fanatical imaginations. 



Some of the leaders go further still, and covA 
sider slavery as a v,Tong so transcendant that ia. 
must not only b'? linuted to its present bounds! 
but must be abolished altogether. We see thg 
clTects of this in the increasing restiveness of 
part of our population, in the often repeated esl 
capes of our servants from the mildes': form o| 
servitude over known, and in the ready accept! 
ancc of the recommendation not to hesitate a| 
theft, robbery, and murder, if need be, to accom] 
plish their flight. From this condition of thin"! 
we can expect no relief if the anti-slavery partj 
succeed in the election of Mr. Fremont. Todei 
foat their nomination seems to me tobeoiirfirsi 
duty and greatest interest, and therefore I an] 
ready to adopt that candidate who appears raosi 
likely to accomplish this purpose. I add 
showing the extreme designs of the anti-slaver 
zealots the following remarks, reported as hav'i 
ing been made lately by 'Mr. Wendell Phillip! 
Speaking of the Republican party, he says ; 

It is the first sectional party ever organized) 
this country. It doea not know its own fice 
calls itself national ; but it is not national ; it is secj 
tional. It is the North arrayed against the South! 
Henry Wilson said to nie, 'We must get ever 
Northern State in order to elect Fremont 1' Itw 
a distinct recognition of the fact that the Republicai 
party is a party of the North pledged against thi 
South. Theodore Parker wanted to know oni 
where disunion would begin 1 I will tell him— ju!i 
where that party decide."? ; that is, a Northern part 
against the Southern. I do not call it an antil 
slavery party ; it has not risen to that yet. It 
distinct recognition was Banks' election." 

I have no idea that this is to be considered 
showing the general purpose of the Republicai 
{party, but I am well satisfied that such opinioi 
jare growing in the North, under the constanj 
'teachings of such apostles as Mr. Phillips, am 
this speech shows the tendency of present even's 

I have been politically opposed to the Denii 
oratic party for so many years that I canm 
; without reluctance contemplate the necessity 
'supporting their nominee. Yet it must be ai 
jmitted that he is a man of abilities and largj 
i public experience ; that he has been just toll 
South, though not assuming to be a Northei 
man with Southern principles ; that his iuclini 
tions are generally conservative ; that he nwii 
bers among his prominent supporters many gen 
tlemen of tulents and patriotic character entitle 
not only to the confidence of their party, but t 
influence with the country at large ; and tha 
many of the old issues between the Whigs am 
the Democrats are obsolete. Two objections 
him are much relied on by his opponents in t 
South. It has been alleged that he counti 
nanced and promulgated the charge of bargaii 
and corruption against Mr. Clay in the electi 
by the House of Representatives in 1825. 
should denounce him for this as readily and 
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^verely as any one if I thought this allegation 
ast, hut I remember that this charge against 
ilr. Clay was made without any direct testimo- 
:y until 1827, when the CiU'ter B«;verly letter 
(il to Mr. Buchanan's being named as a witness ; 
indthat he then prom])tly denied tlie statement 
diich he was relied on to prove, and, at the 
>k of loosing Gen. Jackson's favor and that of 
party, exonerated Mr. Clay. From the let- 



:rr which he then published I extract the fol- 
;;ffing passage : 



and bravely- ho had borne it. Thank Grod, it died 
before his father ! and now he was proud to say that 
there lived not the man who would whisper it. But 
Mr. Buchanan was free from all connexion with the 
matter. 

" Mr. Clav concluded with an eloquent appeal to 
his fellow citizens, especiull Old-Line Whigs, to give 
their cordial supi)ort to the Union ticket— to Bu- 
chanjin and Breckinridfje." 



The next groat object is that Mr. Buchanan 
would be unsafe in h's management of foreign 
affairs. I readily admit that I do not like the 
jOstend paper, and I do not approve certain res- 
Convention, 
opposition of the 
and I believe 

[vcorrccted his erroneous'impressitm, and thus pro ]"f Others; and if he should adopt the aggressive 

tented th" - - ' - ^' ■■ . ■> ., i ■• .1 . 

ilaiwtinn. 
fdce 
ette'r I 
iafon 





ikatraonth, that I had no authority from Mr. Clay or 
il! friend? to propose any terms to General Jackson 
in relation to their votes, nor did I ever make any 
inch propositions ; and that I trusted I would be as 
incapable of becoming a messenger upon such an oc- 
;ision as it was known Gen. Jackson would be to 
eceive such a message. I have deemed it necessary 
10 make this statement in order to remove any mis- 
inception which may have been occasioned by the 
[publication in the Telegraph of my letter to the 
[editor, dated the Uth ultimo." 

Again, in 1828, in a speech delivered in tlic 
(House of Representatives, Mr. Buchanan ch- 
bod tliat he h.ad no kr.ov.'ledge of tlie bargain 
d corruption charged on Mr. Clay, 'i'hese 
liiavowals may be considered as merely cold 
iiistice to the great and incorruptible Whig 
bder, but surely they contradict most llatly the 
barge of beincf his traducer and defamcr." If 
further proof were needed it may be found in 
k following remarks recently made in Ken- 
acky by Mr. Jas. B. Clay, his son : 

"Mr. Clay then proceeded to urge upon his old 
liig friends, the companions and constituents of 
lij father, to rally around that banner which h>^ had 
^en(/u« life in upholding — tVie banner of the Union. 



his inteMigent comprehension of the true in- 
terests of the United States, and the responsi- 
bility of the Presidential office, which he could 
not but recognise, would forbid his urging the 
country upon a course of aggression inconsistent 
with the spirit of our Government, faithless to 
treaties, violative of the rights of other nations, 
and destructive of our (;wn peace, honor, and 
concord. I know that many of the leading men 
of his own party are sound and reliable in this 
respect ; and I believe that there conservative in- 
(iucnce would harmonize with his own disposi- 
tion. I am the more assured of this becaiise I 
observe that in his letter of acceptance there is 
no recognition of the resolutions, (which were 
not considered by the Conventioti as forming a 
part of the platform.) but, on the contrary, a 
prudent atul conservative tone, which met with 
the approbation of oven the judicious and ex- 
perienced I'jditors of the National Intelligencer — 
themselves ^jar excellence, the foes of all fillibns- 
tering. In an additional article noticing Mr. 
Buchanan's letter of acceptance, they said : 



"We may say, however, that Mr. Buchanan's 
was ready to follow the Whig standard as thejolficial letter of acceptance, while not expressly re- 
ouglass tbllowed the heart of Bruce — as long as itipudiating the extreme and exceptionable doctrines 
aived. But that flag was no longer to be seen onifoisted into the Democratic confessions of faith by 



lliebattlc-lield. It might yet be unfurled. After 
fetb there was the resurrection. But at present 
pie was no Whig organization, and the only party 
F the Union was that of which Buchanan and 
peckinridge were the candidates 



the Cincinnati Convention, does not, by its spirit 
and tenor, incline us to hope that he means if 
elected, so to construe those doctrines as to disarm 
them of their mischievous significance and evil ten- 
dency. Indeed we can give no other meaning than 



"Mr. Clay referred to the attempt to implicate l^his to Mr. BuchauBu's declaration when he savs 
SIr.Uuchauan in the charge of bargain and corrup-;*hat^ he accepts the [ resolutions constitutmg the 



. On that subject he proposed to take the testi.;Platform of the principles erected by the Cojven- 
of his own father, and be read from Mr. Clay's ^lon ' in the same spirit as that which prompts his 

acceptance of the nomination tendered to him by his 
party, namely, a desire so to discharge the duties of 
the high olHce to which he aspires as ' to allay do- 
mestic strife, 2ir«'ierve peace and friendship with for- 
eign nations, and promote the best interests of the 
Eepublic.'" 

At present the prospacts is that the conserva- 



tion, 

tony 01 ms own lather, ana ne reaa trom Mr. uiay 
per to show that Mr. Buchanan had conducted 
gniself in that alfair as a man of truth and honor. 
|e should believe what his father said before others. 
Ndes the evidence he had read, tbere was other 
lestimony bearing on the same point. In feeling 
Ffl eloquent terms he referred to the heavy weight 
['that charge against his father, and how gallantly 
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five Whig vote will bo so diviikii as to (iofeut a wsills niid destroyed the liigh renown of TcJ 
popular t'lcctidii and ilirow tlie deci.sioii upon jeer's race ; but we shall fall by our own si.itidij 
the HuIl^•t■ of J'lej.resi'iitativus— at ail times an; hands ; we will kindle the 11 aines which shal 
event to be deprcratcd, Imt at this peri(."i pecu-'deslroy the edilico of our constitutional Union! 
liarly pernieious and d!Ui;j;ernun, an't threaten- Ourselves will break the bonds (^f harmonious ii| 
ing the rudest shock tc o\iv system. What 'he terest and fraternal eoncord which have held J 
result will be 1 will not vent\ux' to jiredirt, but lom'ther as one peoi>le. May Heaven inspireij 
i will say that i do noi m'c the lea.-,t probid.iliiy with wisdom to avert so sad a catastrophe! 
of Mr. Fillmore's elertiou l>y the House of Hep-: 
re.sentatives. I think, theret'ure. it would be thoj 
part of wisdom and patriotism in the V\"hi;:s (byi 
which 1 niean those who have afliliatwl with 
utlifr party) to throw their votos for Mr. Jbudi-' 

anan as the strongest of the er.ndidatcs opposed ]>_ ] ^ letter of Mr. Clay to Kev. Walj 
to the Northern sectional party. This they may i^j,,. (\,iton, which shows his opiinou in 1843 1 
do without renouncing their old jjulitical faith, g(y(.ct of the abolition movements of tliiii 
without stain of honor or suspicion (jf apostacy.i^j.jy . 

The motive bein;; the integrity of the I'r.iou, the, " Ashland Sept. 2, 1843. 



Verv trnlv, mv <lear sir. vour friend, 

' JaS. ALFRED PKAKOK. 

To the Hon. J. 1^. Fuankmx, 
Snow Hill, Maryland. 




cated by disinterested patriotism. It, i?, nianifpst that the ultras of that party areeii 

For my part:, I shall not abjure my pf>liticaV,trcinelv mischiovous. and are hurryinfr on tliecoun 
creed, and, liaving in view but the one object: try to* fearful coni=cjuences. They are not to b 
1-111 1. f 1 T 1 II 1 1 1 ir 1 'conciliated bv the W hiirs. Lnjirrossed with a sindl 
which I have stated, I shall hold '^lysclf rea(]y J^^^.^,^ ^'^^^^ They wouldae 

to take any other course which uiay he ueccs- administration of thy Government precipitat* 
isary to effect that object. Should the hopes ofjthe nation into absolute ruin before they would lew 
Mr' Fillmore's friends be realized; should it a])-:a helpinp: hand to arrest its career. They tvea| 
nPir that he is more likelv to carrv the fM-o., t' worst and donoiuice most those who treat them besi 
pear that Ue is more iikci} to can \ uie .^n at, ^.^^ ^ them as to admit slavery t 

body ot the patrmtic, but quiet people, whoi,^^. ^^.^1^ ^Vitness their conduct towards ^Ir, 
generally come to the rescue in times of public 'Bnsrjjs and Mr. Adams in Mas.sachusetts, andtol 
peril ; that he is, in short, the best able lo sub 



IT ill VIC? illO* 



iue this Storm of .sectional passion and preiu- I wijl give you an outline otMhe manne^^ 
1. T T_ 11 • • . ^ ■ • li I wou d hand e it: Show the ormin of slaveiyj 

dice, I shall repice to see nm agam fdhng the YXoduction to the British Governmentl 

chair of State. But I will not affect an nnai-!<^}i„^.|io\v it is disposed of by the Federal ConstUn! 
loyed gratification; f<jr I cannot forget that he tion ; that it is left exclusively to the States, cxcepl 
is the candidate ot a partv which has proscribed! in regard to fugitives, direct taxe.«, and representaj 

\YLic.« u'hn vvpn. nut MH•.^b<.l•^ of " the ordf-r'-— tion. Show that the apitation ot the questiouii 
\\bios uho weie notUHmlit s ot tlie oiaci —^^^^^ ^^.^^^ ^^^^^^^ ^^..jj fi^st destroy all harmony. an| 

ol a party wluch boasted that it had I'l^cn oni(^n,jii,^, ],.J^^J to disunion, perpetual war, the extintj 
the ruins »^f the Whig and Democratic })artics,' tion of the African race, ultimate military despotisDij 
and which has pronounced both of tliem cor- Uut the great aim and object of y<air tract shoulJ 

be to arouse the laboring classes in the free btalij 
Wi ^ *.! u r 1 111 f«., f;r+i against abolition. Depict the consequences to thei| 

Whatever the result. \ shall be content if the i„„„ediate abolition. The slaves, beinfr M 
daugerous excitement which threaltms our peace „.ould be dispersed throughout the Union; thej 
;uid union can be calmed dov^n, so that the ox-, would enter into competition with the free laborer- 
treme opinions ^diicb have their roots in pveju-iwith thfi American, the Irish, the German-r^^^^^^^^ 
n. J • 'I'-,, , his wacros, be confounded with hnn. and attect nii 

dice and passion may wither away il^^n a,;;»«^^, J^.^^ ^^^^^ theultrasgl 

liberal forbearance and kindly toleration ol dif- ^otjj foi- abolition and amalgamation, show th! 
fereiit sentiments may resume their influence. i their object is to unite in marriage the laborin' 
Jf this cannot be done, if the South and the' white man and the laboring black vvoman; torf 
North are to regard one another as enemies, then! <^»«'^ ^he white laboring man to the despised and Qi 
sooner or later our " house, divided against it- 
self," must fall. Then we shall have to say, with 
Puntheus — 

Venit swnma dies el ineluctcxbile tempus 

Dardanice. 

But ours will be a sadder fate than that of 
Priam's empire ; for it vvas not the Dardanian 
people by whom the inevitable doom of Troy 
was fixed. A foreign foe beat down her lofty 



torej 

e despised ai 

graded condition of the black man 

I would show their opposition to colonization 
show its humane, reliocious, and patriotic aims ; tna 
they are to separate those whom God has separated 
W% do the abolitionists oppose colonization ? \ 
keep and amalgamate together the two races, « 
violation of God's will, and to keep the blacks liere 
that thev may interfere with, degrade, and debasi 
the laboring whites. Show that the British boj 
ernraent is co-operating with the abolitionists to 
the purpose of dissolving the Union, Ac. lou eai 



Biake a powerful article that will be felt iu every ex- the Suiitli wouUl be more cftcctually protected 
,r,„,it,v of the Union. 1 am perfetly satisfied it will i,., sei)iuatiou of tho slave from the non-slavc- 



LETTER OF HON. THOS. G. PRATT. 



L vreat «:(Jod. Lot me hear from vein on this sub- |*^, 'hf^^' , i 4.1 r ^ 

ITiC'NUV CLAY. ;l'<''^'i'>o States, and therelnrc rather pnmiote 

^ ' than iutt-rpose fAi Jjrovent a rnsult so calamitous. 

\\\- have l)itiierto disren^ardod the danger wliich 

sucli a state of foolin^j; and such a cours'e of ao- 

In ros}ionse. to the commimications rcooivcd tioii Would indicate as most imminent, because 

from many of my brother \V!ii<i;s, I d< em it my \vn havij u«ji.iimed tliac such sentiments and ar- 

jirivilcgo, in this manner, to oiur.sel with all in tion could only be atti'ibutcd to a small minority 

relation to the course which patrii;t.ism and duty ;of our N jrthern brethorn. But now, when this 

,voiikl seem to indicate as proper iu the present sectiuual eAasperation has been made available, 

lolitical crisis. J'or thu iuau,i:;uratioii of a party calling itself 

X.) lover i»f his country \vho><e judgment is liepublican, under whose banner, for the fbst 

I'.ubiass'jd by party zeal and uiicontrolled. by time in the history (jf tlie country, this sectional 

.Vovthern or Snutheru fanaticism can fail to see'Op;.'osition to Southern riglits and iuterosts have 

tlie peiKlin<i; dan<;f;r to the Union. .united in nominating, with alleged probabilities 

Tbe first duly of every man who loves hiscf success, a }}m-(!ly sectional ticket for the 

country and her institutions is to provide for Presidency and Vice Presidency of the, United 

ilieir safety. Tiie hfe of the naliou is .in dan-,>States, we can no longer shut our eyes to tlio 

ger. It must be saved ; then, and not till then, 'reality ui the threatening danger; wo cannot 

will it be permissible to us t(» discuss our differ- l»ut feel that the success of such a jiarty would 

faces of opinion upon minor subjects. ibe the death knell of the Union, The unpatri- 

leay that the life of the Uniun i.s i.i dangcr,!otic jiurposes of this sectional party are l)ut too 

kcaiisc, for the first iinie in our liistory. a party I manifest. Many of its supporters avtiw their 

lias been formed composed exclusively of citiz(!nsjol ject arul purpose to be disunion,, and have 

i)f one section of the country, bound tu'getlier by'evi'u gone so far in the madness of their fanati- 

!he single bond of an alliance for oftVnsive war- jcisin as to desecrate the flag of our country by 

3 against the other section. That the succGssjobliterating from its constellation the fifteen stars 

of such a party would imperil 1 he Union hasj which represent the slaveholdmg States, and dis- 

\m recei\tly demonstrated by an address ofj playing as //tc/r j;«r/j/ /^(onjer that flag with but 

Mr, Fillmore, and will, it is submitted, be aj)-jsixteen of its stars remaining, to represent the 

parent to alt who will bestow a moment's con-jsixteen noh-slaveb.olding States. It is manifest 

siileration upon the existing posture of politicnllihat those who disivow the object arc not igno- 

ffairs. rant of the inevitable result. 

The value of the slave property at the South The Whigs of Maryland, whom 1 have the 

is not less than two thousand million of dollars, honor to address, need no prot.>f to convince ihem 

asura equal to the value of all the ')ther property j that calamitous consequences would Ifov/ from 

ill the United States, as shown by the last ccn-ithe success of this sectional party. They each 

sas. This property is not only recognised, butjand all know that the election of Mr. Freinont, 

.*» far guarantied by the Constitution as to im-1 anil tlio administration of the Government by 

pose upon the Federal Government the diity ofjhim upon the principles or his party, would 

ffstoring to his owner llie slave who may cscapemecessarily occasion a dissolution of the'Pcderal 

into another State or Territory of the United} Union, to which ihej/ have been taught to look 

States. For years past this constitutional ol)li-|as the source of national strength and of indi- 

Mtion has been not only repudiated by so}>ie ofividual prosperity and happiness. 

t'ne non-slaveholding States, but political par- 1 I hAve known the Whigs of my State too long, 



ties have been organized in all with the avowed 
•"iliject of liberating the slaves, and thus not only 
'ii'priving the South of this vast amount of pro- 
perty, but subjecting it to all the horrors which 
^ould necessarily result from such a consumma- 
tion. In addition to all this, whilst the aboli- 



I estimate their patriotism too highly, 1 have 
associated with them too intimately, to snp)pose 
it necessary for a moment to offer an argument 
to them in behalf of their Cf)untry. Tlioy aj>pre- 
ciate, as fully as T could depict, the horrors of 
disunion ; they will see the loss of national 



tiunists on the one hand openly avow their op- strength, the internal dissensions, the fiital check 



position to the Constitution and their (iesire to 
fetroy a Government which imposes obli«;ations 
ffpudiated by them, on the other hard many 
Southern men, goaded by the incessant attacks 
of their Northern fellow-citizens upon their feel- 
ings, their property, and their constitutional 
"ghts, express the belief that the interests of 



to civilization and freedom, the contempt of the 
world whici) would be the consequences of s'uch 
a calamity. The Whigs of Maryland who have 
followed the lead of such patriots as Clay and 
Webster. *' will never keep step to any other 
music than that of the Union." 
It therefore only remains to inqitire wliat 
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ccurse shall be taken to rebuke sectional fanat.'- more and Done! son will interpose to prevent thJ 
eisra and pr'^serve ouv country from the dangers fair exercise of our judgment on that side, i 
of its success. i propose briefly to inquire whether there is aiiyJ 

You are aware that this Republican p.irty,' thing to prevent our support of the Deniocvatid 
which we all agree must bo put down at all, nominees, if after investigation we shail believo 
hazards, is opposed by two other party organi- that our vote in their favor would more certainlv 
/.ations: the American, hearled by Messrs. Fill-' secure the safety of our country. It cannotJ 
more and Donelson, and the Demcrfiratic, led on have escaped your observation that the political 
by Messrs. Buchanan and Breckinridge. You principles upon which the Whig and Demomt-| 
will recollect that Mr. Fillmore, prior to his re-;ic parties have batt4ed for thirty years, with va-'" 
cent visit to Europe, abandoned the Whig partylried success, have been for the most part settled! 
and became a member of the former of thusejl^y the fiat of the people, and that such asliavej 
organizations, which boasted that it had risen, ni>t been so definitely disposed of have been! 
upon the downfall of the Whig party, and which i either abandoned by the one or adopted by llief 
proclaimed that the corruptions of the Whig and other of those parties ; so that now the repre-l 
Democratic parties constituted the necessftv of sentativesof the peo: 'e in the halls of State ami! 
its existence. You know that he and Andrew Meral legislation arc -ind indiscriminately mi-| 
Jackson Donelson have been nominated by this! locating and opposing the same principles and! 
party (not by the Whig party) for the Presiden-! measures. Not only is there no »^rinciple of po-j 
cy and Vice Presidency, and you will admit that'l»tical antagoism which should prevent Whigs! 
the principles of proscription because of religious !md Domoorais acting together for the benefit i/| 
opinions, and other repudiated tenets of^ this. their common country, but it is confidently bum 
new party, are in direct antagonism with the mitted that Upon the only vital question, thatj 
principles of that good old Whig party to whii;h which now agitates and endangers the country, 
we are still attached, and which has been aban- the two parties fully accord. The Whig and 



<loned by Mr. Fillmore. It is not my object in 
referring to these facts to deny to the American 
party, since the secession of its abolition adhe- 
rents, a fair claim to nationality ; nor to deny 
the patriotism and virtue of Mr. Fillmore, nor 
Ins eminent qualification for the office of Chief 
Magistrate, But I do deduce from them the 



Democratic platforms upon the slavery qiiestioii| 
in eighteen hundred and fifty-two were ideuti4 
cal ; and, there being no Whig nominees hefoief 
the people, it might be suggested that consisten- 
cy would rather require than opposse the support! 
of the Democratic nominees by Whigs. Tliel 
(.'ontroUing inquiry to the patriot now recurs,! 



necessary conclusion that, as Whigstf. we owe no ^'hich of the two national myanizaiions can hji 
party allegiance to Messrs. Fillmore and Donel- hia vote be made most certainly mccessfnl? 
son,' members and nominees of the American f'iVery Maryland Whig will be bound by eve 



party. I deduce the conclusion that, as W'higs, 
we are not only at liberty, but that as patriots 
\ve are bound, by every oV)ligation to our country 
and posterity, to throw aside, on the one hand. 



ry tie of duty to vote as bis judgement shall de-l 
cide thill question. 

It may not be immaterial to observe thatneitli-l 
er of the national nominees will obtain througlij 



to be regretted that in this crisis that vote .shouldS 
be divided between two national candidates whitstl 
the entire anti-national vote will be conceutratedl 



the feelings of hostility which Mr. Fillmore's out this broad land any votes which will not be 
desertion of our party would be calculated to cnsi by national conservative citizens, and it is 
engender, and, on the other hand, to forget for ' 
the time our former battles with the Democratic 
party, and to ask ourselves but one question — 
which of the two national organizations offers the iujion the sectional nominee. To judge of tiiei 
lest yuaraniee of success in crushing out of exis-irelative strength of the two national organiz?.-) 
tence this new and monstrous sectional partv.'tions it is unnecessary to trace minutely the 
which threatens the life of your country ? I do origin of the American party. It is sufficient to! 
not propose to examine the relative claims of hving to your recollection that it was originally 
the two national parties or their nominees to otn-^ composed, North and South, of the dissatisfie( ^ 
support, li is not. in my jtidgment, permissible', rnembers of the two parties, atid that iu tt^^t 
in the present crisis to interpose our individual! North its original members were chiefly those 
differences of opinion upon minor questions. Itiwho opposed the conservative principle upon 
is sttfficient for us to know that the election of | the slavery question avowed in the platforms of 
either national nominee would secure the Union ; the two old parties. It must not escape your 
and the only question permitted by patriotism recollection that upon the nomination of Messrs 
is, whether our support of the one or the other Fllmore and Donelson a large majority of the 
would more certainly prove successful ? Northern delegates seceded from the Convention 

But before I proceed to this inquiry, having declared their intention not to support those 
gbown that no political allegiance to Messrs Fill-'nominees, and s''b8equently united in the nomi-{ 



intion of Mr. Fremont. This separtition of the conduct leading to such a result ? Suppose Mr. 

" Fillmore to reach the House of lleprescmatives 

with the votes of four or five States, Jhis utmost 
possible strength,) no man cun seriously contend 
that he would be elected President, and assured- 
ly few w. 11 be foutid bold enough to assert that, 
under such circuniwtances, he ourjht to be. The 
only effect, then, of giving tl. electural vote (»f 
any portion of the South to Mr. Fillmore would 
be to transfer the contest between i\Ir. Buchanan 
and Fremont from the hustings to the Mouse of 
Representatives; and the danger to our country, 
now sufficiently menacing, would, in tliat event, 
be appalling indeed. Who can contemplate the 
occurrence of such a contingency without feeling 
that he would be a traitor to his country if he 
failed to exert every possible effort to avert so 
awful a calamity ? 

I deem it, then, to be 7n}f duty, as well as that 
of all who believe with mo that the election of 
carry a single non-slavehclding State in the ; Fremont Would be the death-knell of the Uninn^ 



edional from the national portion of the Ameri- 
:in party has occurred in every Northern State 
11 ihe Confederacy, I deduce from these facts 
lie nationality of the supporters of Messrs Fill- 
iiorc and Donelsou, and 1 submit the inquiry 
'„r the honest decif'.on of tho.se to whom this 
paper is addressed, tchat non-slaveholding State 
mil this national branch of the American party, 
[hus shorn of the larger portion of its original 
rtrt'iigth, j/ro/nise its nominees ? Let the Whigs 
ut' Miu-yland ponder upon the view of this sub- 
jfct I have endeavored to present to their con- 
>i(loration, and no one of them will say that a 
single non-slaveholding State is certain for Fill- 
more and Donelson. Time, J think, will develop 
the fact that Mes rs Fillmore and Donelson will 
lie left witliout an electoral ticket in most of the 
free StateSj and it is at any rate the deliberate 
conviction of my judgment that they will not 



union. If I am right, or even approximate the 
truth in the view I have taken, it will necessari- 
ly I'ullow that any conservativo vote for tlie 
American nominee North will be equivalent to 
a vote for Mr. Fremont, n« it will be a vote ta- 
ken from Mr. Buchanan, his only real competi- 
tor. 

It is clear, then, that to the South alone can 
the friends of Messrs Fillmore and Donelson 
look for the probable chance of an eiectoral vote; 
and it is to the States of Maryland, Tennessee, 
Kentucky and Missouri that they profess to look 
with the greatest hope of success. It is mani- 
fest that if this hope were realized, it might in- 
deed prevent the election ot Messrs Buchanan 
and Breckinridge hy the people, hut it would 
oiily throw the election of President into the 
'present House of Ikjn'eseniaiivcs, composed as 



to unite in the support of Mes.srs Buchanan and 
Breckinridge ; and I shall Kustain their election 
to the best of my ability. Whilst I concedw 
that there are certain principles hitherto profess- 
ed by the party which nominated them that 
cannot receive our support, yet on the great is- 
sues of the constitutional rights of the South 
the platform on which they stand meets my cor- 
dial approval, and is in accordance with that of 
the party which I now addres.s, and to whose 
kind favor I owe the honor of holding the seat 1 
now occupy, and which I shall cease to hold af- 
tei- the 4th of March next by the fiat of that 
party io which Mr. Fillmore has attached him- 
.self, and which ia now dominant in the Legisla- 
ture of my native State. 

Let jMaryland Whigs remember that the po- 
htical battle now being fought is one of the 



tkt House now is. Does not the elfction of this] deepest interest to thern ; that the maintenance 



same House, after a ci^ntest of two months, of a 
Black Republican Speaker, admonish us of the 
danger of such an experiment ? Who can doubt 
that our political fabric would be shaken to its 
very foundations by this election of President 
i)eiiig thrown upon the present House of Repre- 
sentatives? On the other hand, is it not certain 
beyond the contingency of a doubt, that the vote 
of the States indicated for Mr. Buchanan, when 
sdded to that of the other Southern States, would 
Jecwrehis election and the consequent safety of 
the Union ? It is obvious that in this condition 
of the canvas the only serious contest is that be- 
tween Fremont and Buchanan ; that the only 
possible result that the most sanguine of the 
friends of Fillmore and Donelson can hope to 
obtain is to carry the contest into the House of 
Representatives. Who can conceive any thing 
Kore fatal to the peace of the country, move in 



sane m political action, than 

0 



of the constitutional rights of the South is the 
issue tendered to the American people by tlie 
Democratic party, and (as the Whigs have no 
candidate) by that party alone ; that upon this 
issue the Republican party have staked the Union 
and in such a battle, upon such an issue, they 
must be true to those who are doing battle in 
our behalf. It would be indeed sad if, in such 
a contest, the conservative strength of the coun- 
try should not be united : it would be as strange 
as sad if, in such a contest, Southern men siiould 
not be found battling shoulder to shoulder for the 
maintenance of their own constitutional rights. 

in thus accomplishing what I believe to be a 
duty, I shall be inexpressibly gratified if I shall 
find myself sustained by the approval of my 
fellow Whigs, who have rf fused to abandon 
either the party or the principles in support of 
which we shall remain at perfect liberty to re- 



such a cour.ss of' organize as soon as our common efforts shall have 
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suecGeded in averting ih.Q povils that now thveiit- 
en our beloved countrv. 

THOMA.S G. PRATT. 



SPEECH OF HON JNO. W. CRISFIELH. 



Mr. CursKiKi.D, after acknowledf^ing the (.'orn- 
phment their presence nnd call iniiiliod, which, 
lie said, was aa unexpected as it was uimieritcd. 
and expressing his thaidvS, proceeded, in su'h- 
stiiTiee to say ; That tliey all knew his antece- 
dents; that it was well known lie had alway;- 
l)/!cn a Whig, and under all circumstances, ay 
well in the darkest hours oi' defeat as in the 
lionr of triumph, luul stood under the banner ol 
that party, priSnd to do battle in its support. 
Mo had done so, because the leading prineij>le!- 
of that party and the doctrines it proclainied 
were just and patriotic, and had the unqualified 
approvid of his heart and judgetnnt. These 
pirinciples. in his opinion, so just, so conservative, 
xo consistent with the Constitution, had been so 
lonj; cherished, and so ardently U)ved, that he 
cnuld n(; more shake them off or change them 
flian 1)6 conld change his opinions of religion or 
of niorais. And he felt sure that no one expect- 
ed him to do it. Me reavowed ihem, an^ de- 
clared that, as they had been the rulers of h s 
political conduct in the past, so they would be 
in the future, wl-anever, I'rbni the state of parties! pledges of that party 
and the conditioti of the country, those princi- drevv Jackson Donelson, the dt 



ns ho thought it was, he would prefer it oviirj 
all others, lie had, too, been an ardent iulniir . 
of Mr. Fillmore personally, and if he could vo- 
gard him now as he formerly hail, he woald jk't- 
hajis prefer him f(.)r the high olHce which lie| 
once tilkd, over all others. But he had chi\iii;wl. 
The ))ainlul conclusion had been forced iiponj 
him that Mr. Fillmore was tiot now what hel 
had been, lie had become a mendier of a su-| 
cret political organization, da-.igerous in its ten- 
dency, destiiiftive of the treedom of p,)litic;il| 
opinion, and at war with the tlieory of niaii'J 
eapacity for self-government — an organi/,ati(ml 
proscriplivo in its character and intolerant of ve- 
iigious freedom, which enforced its jesuiticalj 
policy l )y oaths not authorized by law aiuUk'nior-f 
alizing in their tei\dency. He is, as we nrc in- 
formed, "a member in good standing of CoiuiGili 
No. 177," in western New York. If this bu sjf 
as few will doubt, it is a sad truth. Its discove-j 
ry crimsoned his cheek with shame. In allowJ 
ing himself to be placed in this position, Mf.j 
Fillmore has been uriju.st to hiniself, and reckbsj 
of his own fame. But this is not all; he liasf 
nnwhigged himself; he has become a memlior 
of an organization wdnch boasts of having aviscu 
upon the ruins, and in spite of the oppoaition, 
of the Whig jKirty, and proclaims, in its wdlj 
considered confession of faith, that it is net re- 
sponsible for the obnoxious errors and violatdl 

He consorts with Aii- 



pies shonld be in issue. But unfortunately that 
was not now ; tlie Whig party was not a party 
to this fight ; Whig principle!; are not in issue ; 
and Whig candidates were not, and would not 
be in the lield. New parties hatl been formed, 
new issues had been joined, and upon these all 
Southern men cotdd stand side hy side. The 
real contest now was between Soathorn rights 
and Northern fanaticism. 



ministration and the rcviler of the Whig party, 
a :^omocrat of the stamp most odoions to Whigs;] 
and he now demands of us. as Whigs, our sup- 
port of this extraordinary and anomalous assod-j 
ation. At this moment he is carrying the ban- 
ner of those Avho conspired for the destruction of f 
the Whig party. With these facts before hiiii,Vie| 
could not recognize Mr. Fillmore as a Whig; be] 
In this state of cir- had disrobed himself of that title ; heisan alien 
cmustances, he I'elt it to be his solemn duty to^froin tlie fold, and had not a shadow of a claim, 
lay aside ancient prejudices, and fraternize withjoased im old party as.sociations, to the support 
that party now organized, and in the field, which! of the few who still remain constant totho au- 
in his judgment, offers the best guarantee of its'cient faith. • 

own success and of safetj' lor our national andi But if he were willing, in consideration of his 
domestic institutions ; and in the performance 'services, to overlook those serious objections to 
of this duty, after dispassionateiy examining the! Mr. Fillmore, he could not support hi nr without 
whole subject, he had come to the determination! also supporting Mr. l")onelson. Thetwoavein- 
now for the first time, publicly announced, to'dissolubly blended; and he would not vote for 
give his support — his cordial and energetic sup- Mr. Donelson. Ho had not a single qualifica- 
port — to the nominees of ihe Cindnnali Con- 1 ti on to rec(>mmend him for the high place for 
reniion. | which he is nominated; and to old Whigs, heis 

Mr. C. said he would briefly assign some of iperhaps the most objectionable man who could 
the reasons which had brought him to this de-ibo named. For his own part, he was not wil-^ 
termination. 

He could not support Mr. Fillmore. He was 
a supporter of his administration ; he thought 
it one of the purest and best which had trans- 
pired in his time ; and if it could be restored, 



ling to vote for any m.an. for Vice President 
wliom lie would be unwilling to trust as Presi- 
dent. He had not forgotten the blasted fruite 
of the Whig triumph of 1840. Who would be 
willing to .see Mr. Donelson President ? No one, 



lo would vcntnvPto say; and vet, if the Kill-, cesses, and headless of constitutional restraints 
Ire ticket prevails, lie may," and iMT>bably'and (.f ooiisequoiicos, are miiclly nisliing' ilito the 
ill' he Twiru have the Wlii^s canicd the.Repuhlican ranUs witii a unuuinnty luthi'rt(v 



I'rosiaontial (iloction, and on l.otli occasions, without example; and it may well be learcd 
.nvcolv had the shout of triumph ceased to re- that even the united energies of all southern men 
o'v, before tliev wre called u[)on to n»onrn theiand the C(,niservatives of every section may ho 
,Udi rf their Vresident. What right have wcitoo feeble to resist the overwholmuig i)owcr, 
I'l'c'ilculate upon exemption from a like calam-iTho Union trembles under the blows ot tins sec- 
i,v in the next Presidential term? What gua-itional strife; God grant tluit the tearliil eatas- 
rntcc ha\e we that Mr. Fillmore will not also be trophe of its dissolution may b-.^ averied i lie 



liiluin? and if he should be, who is not appalled 
;U the idea of the duties of that high station de- 
'vi)h-iiiS on Mr. Donelson ? Who does not t)rom- 



clection of Fremont would lie its dcath-knell. 
]f his supporters' are strong e-iough to elect him, 

!vui'^ oil mr i^un«io«..i ; they are also strong enough to con.snnmialo 

10 aMhe thought of entrusting him with the their designs of sectional aggrandizement and 
whole TH.wer <4' this Government; of placing inlsouthera humiliatiiwi ; and m spite of the Gon- 
|,is hands its armv and its navy; of committingistitution, they will assume the power ot_l.ou- 
l„ his nninagenient its foreign policy; and of,gress to legislate ,nir Sl.y-ery in the 1 erritoric^ 
bviiuao his charge the settlement of the peril- of the United States; they will exclude tlie 
ous niu'stions of dumest.io pulicv which at this South from its just rights in the natmnal (.omam, 
inmiient are rudely agitating the Union of these abolish slavery in the District^ oi Golumbia re- 
Sfite^ and threatening dissolution ? He could peal the fugitive slave bill and refuse to admit 
iot vote for Mr. Donelson; and if any orie new States into the Union unless thc^y repudiate 
.iiould twit him ■ for supporting Mr. ibichanan slavery. That these measures would follow tho 

— ' ^ election of Fremont he had no doubt ; and wherv 

they did, the Union would, 'and ought to be, 
dissolved. These measuref, and cr.ch of them. 



Imuise he is a Denuicrat, Mr. C. would just re 
mimi him that Mr. Donelson, also, is a Demo- 
cut, with the stain of Know-nothingism and iu- 
capiicitv superadded. 

Hut if he waived these considerations, there 
ivero other reasons, still more (;onclusive, which 
nl)li<ro.d liim at this crisis to give his support to 
Mr." Buchanan. Tho contest in vvhich we arc 
fingaged, unhappily, is a contest between tlie 



negative important provisions of the Gortstitu 
tion inserted for the security of the South, and 
if persisted in are jnst grounds of separation. 

Fell(Av-citizens,"do yon appreciate the dangers 
wliich encompass you ? He feared we were on 



the verge of dissoiurion. 



Gloom and apprehen- 



sion shroud the future ; our very existence as a 
nation— as one united people— in all probability 
depends upon the result of tliis election. Our 
institutions are assailed in their most vulnerable 
part. The torch of the inccndiarry is blazing; 
the citadel of the Union is besieged; and this is 
nreseiuea lor (iccimou uu tnu .ivinti |.v>>^j/.«,. no time foi the gaii on l^'p wasting t ie ime 
On the one side we tind the Republicans, led on and strength, which should be given to the coni- 
bv Mr Fremont sustaining the ultra northern rnon enemy, in the indulgence of old antipathies 

■ ' and vain disputes; but regardless of the past, and 

lie; laey are nu.iMMauo^ .u .... , with patriotic devotion, sacrificing, on the alter 

^tructive of her constitutional rights and material jof our common country our ancien. prejudices 
intcTPsls The Ilcpublicans deny to her her justland preferences, we .sh ould rady under the stan- 



Xort'h and the South— between ab(.>litionism 
land ire(!-soilism on the one side, and the preser- 
vation of southern rights and the Union on the 
lotlior. This wn.s the real issue, and he might 
siiy t,li(! only issue mnv to be decided — and one 
U' luoro. overwhelnnng importance was never 
presented for decision to the ./Vm erica n people 



share of political power; negaiive those consti- 
tutional guarantees which were intended for pro- 
tection, and without which she would never have 



dard of that leader who gives the best assuranca 
of his ability to preserve the common safety* 

m,on,anu wiuioul >v.n.n >v..u If we concede Mr l^llmore's entire nationality, 

entered the Union. And is there no danger that and that, if elected, his energies^ woiiTd be de- 
thev mav triumph? Already have they ob- voted in good faith to preserve the Umon,^ and 
tainod control of nearlv every State legislature Iqtiell all sectional discord, what assurance nave 
north of Mason and Dixon's line ; they have a | we that he can be elected? Does anj- one beheve 
majority in the House of Representatives, whichithat he can be? He who thinks he can be 

*' . .1 /■ !i ..r T-i:„J 4.^ 4-U« r.;rr«i.. nf flio fim^s Mr CT. Knew 



blind to the signs of the times. Mr. C. knew 
very well that in certain quarters studied efforts 
had been made to produce the impression that 

«nu oouuy avows, u.h. .wu.. his election was certain, and it is quite possible 

and free-soil measures should fail, he would "letlthat there are those whose vision does not reach 
I the Union slide" The people of the Free States,] beyond the narrow horizon of Somerset or even 
burning with fanaticism, inflated bv these suc-!^.f the State of Maryland, who may tbmfe so; 



elects the President in case of the failure of the 
people to elect ; and to preside over tlie deliber- 
ations of that body, they have elected Mr. Banks, 
who boldly avows, that sooner than abolition 
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but the man who comprehends within his view 
the whole country, ami the present state of par- 
ties, who has observed for the hist half-year the 
varied and manifold indications of popular sen- 
timent, and is familiar with the spirit of the Ameri- 
can press, and can think there is the remotest 
I)robabitity of the election of Mr. Fillmore by the 
people, has become insensible to evidence. Where 
is he to get the votes? He is the nominee of the 
American party, which, if it was even a national 
party, has long since ceased to be so by the ile- 
fection of its own members. A large portion of 
the members from the free States of the ci)nven- 
tion which nominated him at that time seceded, 
and went over to the Republicans; and from that 
time to this the work of secession has been going 
on, until now it may be truthfully affirmed that 
the American party, distinct from, and uncon 
nected with the Republicans, has ceased to exist 
in those States. True, individual members re- 
m'lin firm ; but, as a party, capable anywhere in 
those States, unless it be in the city of New 
York, of eflecting anything, it does not exist. — 
Nor can he expect any important aid in those 
States from othtr parties. The Whig party 
there, for the most part, lost itself in American- 
ism, and as part of the American party has gone 
over to the Republicans. Except Choate and 
Winthrop, and probably Everett, of Massa^^hu- 
setts, he could not name a Whig of New Eng 
land, of national reputation, who was not now a 
Republican. Even the most active and able 
supporters of Mr. Fillmore's administration have 
enlisted in the Republican ranks. Dayton, of 
N^ew Jersey, is the Republican candidal for Vice 
I' rssident ; CoUamer, of Vermont, is the chosen 
advocate of Republicanism in the United States 
Senate, and Corwin, of Ohio, his Secretary of the 
Treasury, is stumping Indiana for Fremont; and 
the same may be saiil of many others of like 
Btamp. « 

In the free States nearly every Whig of na- 
tional reputation may now be found among the 



and West are either Republican or Democratic; 
and no reasonable ground exists justifying the 
belief that he can get a single electoral vote in 
the free States, unless it be in California , of 
which he ilid not pretend to speak. These States 
will vote for Buchanan or Fremont, Mr. C. 
greatly feared a majority of them would go for 
the latter. h\ the South Mr. Fillmore may do 
better. His friends last year carried Delaware, 
Maryland and Kentucky ; if these be accorded 
'to him now, they will not elect him. Can lio 
gat any more ? Few, if any, think he can ; but 
suppose he gets Tennessee, North Carolina, am 
Louisiana — and his most sanguine friends claim 
no more in the S(3uth — still he is greatly in the 
minority. Then, ho cannot be elected by the 
popular vote ; and every vote thrown for liim, 



with that view, is a vote thrown away. But! 
votes for hiin may have a different anrl very 
mischievous etieot. If he carries the States re 
ferred to, or even a considerable portion of theiii,'j 
no election probably will be effected bv the peo' 
pie, and the election will be referred to the 
House of Representatives. Wiil that benefit 
him? 

Certainly not. His strength in that House is 
the Fuller squad ; which after a two raontl-' 
struggle could not get a Speaker. But in a 
presidential election, when the vote is cast by 
States, it would have even less effective strength, 
for they are in the majority in three States only, 
(Deleware, Maryland, and Kentucky,) Which 
would give him three votes only. Then it is 
equally certain that he cannot be elected by the 
House. If it goes to the House, Fremont will 
be elected, or thei-e will be no election. The 
Republicans were stron?' enough to elect Banks 
Speaker ; and is there any reasonable ground 
to doubt their ability to elect Fremont President; 
They have, it is feared, already fourteen States, 
and it requires but sixteen to elect. Startin{; 
with this immense odds in his favor, and with 
the patronage of the government at his disposal, 
in the event of success, his friends will have no 



Republicans. The legislatures of those States 

are either Republican or Democratic — not Fill-j difficulty in procuring the additional votes re- 
more Americans ; in the House of Representa-i quired. He considered, then, all votes given for 
tives there are scarcely enough members from j Fillmore for the purpose of defeating the elec- 
the free States who favor Mr. Fillniore's election ition by the people, and of throwing it intethc 
to fdl the cabinet appointments, even if they wore House, as votes given to promote Frernont's 
of the right raaterivd; and if there is one mem election; and that those who, under existing 
ber from those States in the Senate of the United ; circumstances, and with such an object, cast 
States who favors his election, Mr. C could notjtheir votes, are unfriendly to the South, and re- 
name him. Of the anti-democratic press of thosejsponsible for all the consequences which way 
States the same may be said. Out of 91 anti follow. 

democratic journals" from the free States which If the friends of Mr. Fillmore could reasona^ 
exchange with the New York Herald, 78, as we bly calculate on his election, or if the contest 
learn from that paper, are for Fremont, and 11 was between him and Buchanan, he would have 



for Fillmore and 2 for BuclianBU. Shut their 
eyes, as the friends of Mr. Fillmore rnay, the 
fact is nevertheless true that the whole North 



nothing to say. He should vote in silence ac- 
cording to his convictions of propriety, feeling 
assured that, whether the one or the other sue- 
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cecded, the substantial interests of the country — : the concluclir.g portion of his friend Crisfield 'a 
above all, the safety of the Union — would bc|speech, but hoped himself, to pass unobserved 
preserved. But the contest i» not between j Not that ho had any reluctance to avow his 
them; and his being in the field, at least in the!opinioi!S regarding the present crisis, for they 
Southern States, can be productive of mischief/ were already well known in this corainmiity, 
only. While the Freesoil interests are all com-) but he desired not to participate, at this time, 

in the excitement of political discussion. He 
had all his " " " 



billed and combining, the South presents a 
divided front ; defeat and humiliation are the 
certain consequences of these tactics, if perse- 
vered in. The real contest is between Mr. 
Buchanan and Mr. Fremont ; one or the other 
of these must succeed ; and, as between them, 
he held it to be the duty of every Union-loving 
man — of every man who cherished the honor of 
the South, and desired her to be preserved in the 



life, been an attentive observer of the 
politics of the country. He had witnessed and 
participated in the strife of parties ; had seen 
with deep concern, gloomy clouds threatening 
disaster and destruction to the country's fairest 
prospects, but under the guiding hand of a • 
merciful Providence, they had passed harmless- 
ly by. But never liefore had he looked upon 
enjoyment of her constitutional rights and au-jthe political condition of the country with, so 
tliority— to give the former a cheerful and unre-l much solicitude and anxiety. Never before 
yorvcd support. For one, he intended to do it. were such issues presented in a Presidential 
The ground Mr. Buchanan occupied on this election for the People's decision. He had 
groat question was the true, constitutional, and v.'atched the progress of events with intense in- 
only safe ground; it corresponded with Mr. C.'s terest. He had pondered carefully the pros and 

cons on all sides of the absorbing questions of 
the day. He believed he had weighed them 
with impartial judgment, certainly with personal 
disinterestedness, and with entire candor. He be- 
longed to none of the existing parties. He was 
but an humble fragment of what was onee the 
glorious old "Whig party. The practical ques- 
tions heretofore in issue between the Whig and 
Democratic parties have been adjusted and pass- 
ed into history. The Whig party has no longer 
an lixititence. Its vitality seems to have rso.yi^nA 
awav with 



long-cherished and oft-repeated opinions ; and 
he should bo false to those opinions if he htsi- 
tated, at tais time, in giving him and them bis 
support. He thought that the duty of all. 
Southern men especially. He regretted that 
many of those with whom he had long acted, 
his cherished and familiar friends, thought dif- 
ferently ; he regretted not to see them around 
him to-night, and hear their famaliar voices 
cheering him onward — the separation pained 
Mm. He conceded to them an equal degree of 
intelligence and patriotism which he claimed for 
himself ; and could only regret that they would 
not think with hira. He believed he was right, 
he knew he was sincere, and he should act up to 
his duty, painful though it be. Possibly he 
might be denounced ; better men had been de- 
nounced, and he knew of no reason why he 
ought to expect exemption ; but he should not 
hesitate or falter ; he should act up to his prin- 
ciples, and according to his sense of duty, in the 
face of all denunciation. He was not afraid to 
do his duty. He would leave consequences to 
lake care of themselves. 

Mr. Gncfield, after having told an anecdote 
illustrative of his own position, again tendered 
his thanks to the audience, bid them good night, 
and retired. 



SPEECH OP HON. ISAAC D. JONES. 

Mr, Jones said he would no longer resist the 
calls of his fellow citizens. He had to this mo- 
nient declined to speak on this occasion ; had 
gone home with no intention to be here to night, 
and had returned to the village to gratify the 
wishes of the ladies of his family to enjoy the 
tnasic of the band. He arrived in time to hear, 



passed 

its great leaders, Clay and Webster. 
When, v/here, why, and by whom, it was 
ruined," deserted, betrayed ; — its name, it's 
principles, its organization, abandoned — tolio 
can iell ? These incidents of its history are hid- 
den among the mysteries of secret, midnight, 
oath-bound Know-Nothing Councils. 

A new party has arisen, sprung upas it were, 
in a night, without " a local habitation or a 
name" — meeting nowhere, composed of no- 
body, and knowing nothing. It was first dis- 
covered by the public, in the ballot-box, to the 
dismay of the Democracy, and the delight of 
the Whigs who were glad to see their ancient 
foe defeated, no matter by whom. It had its 
origin, it is said in the North ; in the land of 
Millerism, Mesmerism, Mormonism, Spiritualism, 
Abolitionism. In June 1855, emboldened by 
its success, it emerged into public view, and or- 
ganized as a political party, calling itself Ameri- 
can. Its purposes and objects have since been 
somewhat understood. Its councils have exhi- 
bited a singular want of unanimity and har- 
mony in their party action. In June 1855, they 
planted themselves upon their 12th Section as a 
National party, acquiescing in existing laws as 
a final settlement of the Slavery question. In 
February, 1856, the American National Council 
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abanJoiiO'.l the 12th Sootiun. Soutlicrn morn- 
b«i-s pnitcst and sccude. In a day or two the 



Soutlioni rights. 

With thertu woll-knowii facta stariny. us in thel 



>scei)e oha!i,:.fi'o — a compvoniiso is patched up in faco — with thu Jlepublicaii i\ud Amorican piir. 
.stiorct, — Southern inenihurs and Nurth(>i-u meni-!tit!s in the North rallying upon Fremont, with 
her-s rc-appear in American National Convention, 'the avowed purpose of a relentless wanipoii 
and uoiuiuatc Fillmore and Donels(»n. North-;S()Uthern ri.^hts, what diii we see and hear v- 
tMMi niemhersaundn protest, secede, and denounce! Mr. .Iiaios said, accustomed as ho was, to tl 
Fillmore and Donelson. ; perversions of pnrtizans and nowsi)apcrs, he wm 

Hut other .startlin;: licvoiojMTicnts hiiil preced-iania/ed at the hardihood of assertion in tiiosc 
ed the>e doii I February. It was boasted; who were denouncing the Democratic party ay vr. 
that tiiis National American ])arty had elected ;s]>onsililc for the sectional strife, and the shivm' 
a lai-j^'e uiiijority of mcn)l)crs of the house iai^itati on, whidi nov/, more than ever, thrt'aiei! 
of K-presiiiiM lives. Conv!;ress met in Decen)- a he stabilitv of our Union and Constitution. As 
her, LSoo. wiicn it was found that these Na- a Whii--, wint in former days had been their 
tional Americans wurc i -^nt into fraj^ments; the; frank and steadfast opponent, he would assor 
hmall Southern handdi' led amon^' them.selves;!that impartial history will pronounce this iiniuit 
while the ,u;roat Northei.; American |)arty, hav-juition an unfounded sla'ndev upon the Deiuu 
ing a, maj'.rity of the whole Mouse, combined inlciatic paity. lie exceedingly regretted to m: 
solid, uncompromising phalanx, upon a reil-hoti that so eminent a statesman, and so excollmit !i| 
Abohtioui^t for Speaker. The Democrats! man as Mr. Fillmore, should, in a moiiumt ut] 
uuiled ni>oii a North- Western National Denuvjforgctftillne^s aial excitenient jiave given coaute- 
crat, and for some two months closely a.ul Hrm-jnance to this imputation in his speech at Alhaiiv. 

Me then spoke (d the responsibility of thn.su wlni 
''rc-npenr(l the Slavery agitation." At what pt- 
riod, said Mr. Jones, since tlie fi)rmati"n of tlmi 
N. Fi. Anti-Shtvery Society, about 1831, Inus the 



ly maintained their position with Spartan hero 
is.w. At length, patriotisn\ prevailed over 
vSout/ierii Americans and National Democrats, 
a.iid lore going };!irty preferences, they united in 
o{)[iosit/on to the factious Aiiolitionists who 



question been ch)sed, or has its agitation ceaswl? 



ought at all hazards, to place Bimks in tliejMr. Fillmore's advocates say that the Coiapni- 
Speaker'.s chair. Who does not know the re-juiise measures of 1S5() restored peace ami ipwl 
suit? W'ho doi's not remember the shame and! to the country ui)on tins (jnestion. Are iliey 
confusion, and mortilication, with which <mr!oblivious of facts so recent in the iiist')ry of tlu 



Knovv-Nothiug friends hung their hea.ds when 
it was ami'-amced that 13anks was Speaker ? — 
Who does not n'meml)t!r the bitter curses upon 



country? Do they not know that it requimliilH 
the combined influence, talcuts and energy of nil ! 
the National Whigs and Democrats, : in' both | 



Davis, of Marvland. and Cullen, <jf Delaware, House's of Congress, to pasi^ the Canpniniisc 
lor throwing av.-ay their votes, and iiuHrectlyi measures ? 'I'hat Clay and Cuss, Webstor and! 
aiding in the result? Having triumphed in i Douglas, and other Whigs and Democrats, (/m-j 
tlie electiou of Speaker, and in" breaking (lowniiferi io mve the coimlnj in that terrible am! 
the 12th Section at Philadelphia, it could scarce-iThat Mr. Clay's bill for the achnission of Qalifovrj 



ly be expected that the Northern Americanslnia, adjusting the boundary of Texas, and orsaii-| 
would desert their Republican allies, and trust 'izing the Territories of New Mexico and Utah, | 
to any hope of co-operation with Southern (was defeated; and that, when separate hills tor j 
Americans, who had, in the election of Speaker,! these objects had been passed, and the Fugitive^ 
openly preferred alliance with the Democrats.] Slave bill harl passed, the powerful and t!ucnteil| 
The party who had elected Banks, Speaker,] ()pposition, S() tar from acquiescingintho.se nica-| 



called itself Kepublican. It liad, by an cxclu-jsures, as a final settlement, openly appealed. to; 
sively .sectioual vote, elected a most obnoxious the auti-slavery feelings of the North and \\est, 
Aboiition Speaker. They now resolved to strike and avowed their determination to " agitate for 
for the Presidency— and they have nominated the re;>eoEZ of tlie Fugitive Slave law, nnd to cs- 
Fremont as their caudidate. The Anti-Fillmore elude slavery from all the Territories of the 
Americans met and nominated Speaker Banks Union. Was not the attempt , to , execute the 



for President. He declined, and they have 
united with the Black Republicans upon Fre- 
mont, The Democrats have nominated Mr. 
Buchanan, a distinguished statesman, of large 
experience in public affairs, of unsullied per- 
sonal character, and though a citizen of a free 



Fugitive Slave law, everywhere in the Noi'th. re- 
sisted even unto blood, by anti-slavery mobs? 
If peace and quiet were restored, and those mea- 
sures acquiesced in by the country, why was noiy 
Mr. Fillmore or Mr. Webster nominated for tho 
Presidency in 1852 ? Such was the excitciiicnt 



State, he has, all his life, amidst the storms of! against Mr, Fillmore for signing the Fuguive 
A.bolitionism, stood Avith heroic firnme.ss upon Slave bill, that all his own great tialcnts apjl 
the guarantees of the Constitution, in defence of faithful efforts to serve his whole country, witn 
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Mr. Cliiy'sondorsniciii and iiiiiuen:e to aid him,,Frec toilers, and afiovilsd a conyeiiient oppur- 
were lUiivvuiling in tlic Wbiij; convtMil.U)ij. (itMi.ituuity for Korthoru -poliU^'ians, who thuugiifc 
S(.vU WHS nominated undtr the intluonoe nt' t !io|tboy saw con■linJ^ triunipii fur Fr(;e Soilism, to 
(vec soil, anli-shivory excitoniunt iunun); North .j()in its ranks. But can 8o\tiliern Whkjs and 
era Wiiii^s. Tne conservative i<pirit 01 the cu'iu'i-jnien in thi; North, claimin.ic to be frien»\fl of tlje 
Ivy was aroiwi'd, the Whii; candidate was dia-ISuutb, join in tiiis Free >Soil cru»adc 'against thw 
miflU'il, and the Democratic party acbievcd ai;' Democratic i)arty ? 

uvcrwlichning trinmpli. This, so I'ar from qaict-l ilr. Janes then proceeded to eJipreas his opin- 
III,/ ilic angry spirit of Anti-Slavery, but in-'ions upon the Presidenlial contest: — that Fre- 
ci'ciiM'd its rage. Wiio does not remember tliejmont was the candidate of t his Free Soil parly 
tfrrible effects of an armed mob in the city of; in, tijc iion-sbive holding St^ites, and that to dt- 
liibtiiii ti> prevent the execution of the Fuuitivu I'cat bim might require- the united el'forts.of all 
Slave law upon tb<.' ne^ro Burns, and the ]ioliti- Nationol tiiei\. 'Wliigs, Democrats andAmeri- 
c;il rovolulions tliat followed, s\veei»ing the Dem- can.s. Timt I'rom tlie distracted state of lur, 
I'lntic iiarty from power in the northern States? Filimore's party in the Northern States, and the 



large secession irom it to Freniont's support, it 
was qtujstionable whether Mr, Fillmore could so 
divide the vote in any Northern State as to de- 
feat tl;e Free Soil electors in sucli . State. That 
if Mr, Fillmore was supported in tlie North by 
a ])ortion of the conservative National men, to 
that extent, he would divide the vote than ought 



It is true, the passage of the Kaitsns-Nebraska 
liill iulilcd fuel to the I'iame, but did not kindle 
il. It was used by tbe agitators in the Nortb to 
iiKMcaso the excitement, whicli had been oon- 
itaiitlv growing since the defeat of tbe Wilniot, 
proviao, and the passage of the Fugitive Slave 

But it is said the repeal of the Missouri Com-lto be united upon one candidate against the.Ab- 
lirumise line \)rought the present troubles on thelolitionists and Free Soilers. That Mr. Buchan- 
cuiiiitry. JAx, Jones went on to show that, inlan is supported by a, party, which, in a conven-: 
I80O, when it was proposed to extend this linedion of six hmidred delegates from every States 
West, so as to make it the boundary of Uta.l>,jin the Uniiin, unanimously planted themselveri 
that Seward, Hale, and the Free sod party inmpon the Const itntioi'.al guarenties of Southeru 
I'oup'ess, denounced the Una; would not, even! rigbts. Tliey have risked their existence as a 
by implication, admit that it had any binding j political party in defence of our property, our 
ellect; avoAved that it should not .staiid.but that! rigbts, the Constitution and, the Vidon. That 



slavery should be forever excluded from all tli(? 
Territories,. South as well as North of that line. 
That when Congress came to organize Territorial 
a;i)vernments for Kansas and Nebraska, the ques- 
tion was, whether the National Whigs and Dem- 
ocrats, wh(> believed that there^was no constitu- 
tional obligation to abide by thai; line, (which 
ivas but the application of the Wilmot Proviso 
to all the territory North of 36° .30') should 
stand quietly by and see /Kansas settled .exclu 



it was amazing to him, with this prospect before 
us, that Southern Whigs,, or any S<nUhern man, 
should hazard the loss of a slave State to Mr. 
Buchanan by voting for Mr. Fillmore. That 
this was no time to indulge personal preferences, 
or party animosity, or to reyive the feuds of 
other days. That the question is one of self- 
preservation against all the probable horrors of 
disunion, anarchy, and civil war — to end, God 
knows, wlwjre r That- he had a high personal 
siveiy by Free Soilers, and add another .io the 'regard for Mr. , Fillmore, and adnritting, that in 
free States, to be followed by Nebraska as a free talents, statesmanship, and patriotism, and even 
State, by which time the power to protect them-'upon the question of Southern rights, he may 
selves and their rights under the coiistitution be all his most ardent admirers claim for him, 
would forever have been taken away from the i Mr. Buchanan, is at least, his equal in these re- 
sliwe States; or wdiether, whilst they bad theispects, and is sustained by a party which is in 
power, they should assert their constitutional jthe majority in nearly all if not all the slave 
rights to an equal share of the pubhc domain, , States. Shall Southern men, in such a crisis, 
leaving the question of slavery, as a domestic in- jseek to distract and defeat the only party in the 
stitution, to be settled by the people of the Ter- 1 country which, in his judgment, affords the 



ntory, when they came to form a State constitu 
iion. In adopting the latter alternative, they 
followed the example of the 'Congress of IS'SOjin 
tf'ae Utrh and New Mexico Territorial bills, and 
erected the Territorcs of Kansas and Nebraska, 
nihui the Wilmot Proviso. This, like the Fu- 
gitive Slave law, and the defeat of the 
Wilmot Proviso in 1850, has been made the oc- 



slightest hope or prospect of defeat to this dan- 
gerous, se?tional Free Soil party of the North ? 

But dt was 'said Mr. Filliti'ore had denounced 
the Sectional Free Soil party in his speech at 
Albany, and had proclaimed that if it should 
elect its candidate to the Presidency, the South 
would not, and ought not to submit. Let no 
man be deluded by such a threat. If Fremont 



fa«io/i of increased rage and fury among the shall be elected President according to the forms 



16 



of tho Constitution, either by obtaining the I He considered it as certain as an}' future politic 
united vote of tlic free States in tiie Electoral leal event could be, that John C. BreckinridgS 

would be elected Vice-President, and in case ofi 



Colleges, or by n majority of tho 8tat(s, in the 
House of Representatives, if there is no election 
by the people—he will be entitled to take the 
Presidential office ; to grasp the sword of the 
nruiy, and the tlag of the navy ; and to exercise 



no election by the House, before the fourth 4 
March next, Breckinridge, by the Constitution, 
will become President. He was a noble son ol 
Kentucky, a man of high order of intellect, 



r, 
And 



all the great powers vested by law in that high j statesman of eminent ability, and though youngs 
offif'c. Overt acts of armed resistance to his'he v.'ould make a safe and able President. M 
lawful autliority, if unsuccessful would bo Jones said lie would support Buchanan 
Ireason. Sncces.sfui resistance, would be revolu- Breckinridge upon the platform of their seuti 
tion, disunion, and all the horrors of anarchy, imcnts, as contained in their letters of accept 
Mr. Jones then adverted to the theory of lance, and upon the practical and real issues in*' 
thoso Wliigs and Americans who proposed toivolved in this contest, which ho conceived to . 
vote for Mr. Fillmore in the slave States, in theldcfence of Southern rights against the purposes 
hope, that by giving him the vote of twt, orjof the Free Soilers, and defence of the rights of 
three slave States, the election may be carried', conscience in . religious belief, and of the Con- 
into the House of liepresentatives, where, hav- stitutional rights of our naturalized citizens 
ing lour States in his favor, and holding thus against the purposes of the American party, 
the balance of power, they would compel the Proscription of any class of our Anierican 
.Democrats or Republicans, to take Fillmore, ori citizens, on account of their religious creed, or 
have no election. Did gentlemen forgot that! place of birth, is illegal and unjust, and at war 
the same House of Representatives that plectsd'with the avowed doctrines and policy of Mary 



Banks Speaker, will have the election of Presi- 
dent? Are they sure that Fremont, with four- 
teen States, may nut find means to secure two 
ni(jr« ? 
in Con 



land Whigs for all past time, and especially for! 
the last sixteen years. He remained firm by the 
. doctrines of the Whig Central Committee of 
Does any dream that the Free Soilers! 1840, re-affirmed by a convention of Whigs in 
igress, will, in any event, vote for Mr. 'Baltimore in April, 1850 
Fillmore, or tor ]\[r. Buclianan ? They will ad-j In this hour of trial, in her exposed cohditiou' 
here to Mr. Fremont as they tlid to Banks— andias a frontier slave Stat«, bounded by Mason and 
Southern men may find, as they found in the; and Dixon's line, Maryland, needs the united 
election of Speaker, that the attempted union'aid of nil her citizenc, Protestant, Roman Gatho- 
of Southern Americans and DemocratB in Con-jlic and naturaUzed, to protect her property, hef 
gress, may come too late to defeat the Free Soil! peace, and all that she holds most sacred and 
party. Let them remember, that in a possible, dear— the Constitution and the Union! Let 
contingency, Speaker Banks, even before the: her be warned by the ipast, and irust nothing to 
Presidential election, may become Tresi(ient,\ihe House of Eejjrfiseniatcve^. Let her citizens 
commander-in-chief of the army and navy, andisee to it, that by uniting at the ballot-boic with 
surrounded with an army of Free Soil office ■ her Southern sisters, and with the Natioua) 
holders. ! Democrats and Whigs, and conservative men of 

Mr. Jones said, if the election should go to the North and the West, they elect Buchanan 



the House of Representatives, the probability 
was, there would be no election by the House. 



and Breckinridge by the voice of the people* 
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